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Big base for a Big Machine

t takes a lot of concrete to tie down a
massive machine than can turn out wire
rope strong enough to hold a super-
tanker. This is happening at OneSteel's Wire
Ropeworks expansion of its Mayfield,
Newcastle, site to accommodate a massive
new wire rope closing machine. Milleen
Constructions is responsible for the associ-
ated building and civil works to house the
new machine that is to be commissioned in
September 2004,
The new wire rope closer is capable of

dividual drives to control all aspects of rope
closing. This lends an enormous versatility as
to how the machine can be run and con-
trolled when compared with the traditionally
geared machines that also use mechanical
braking. It will also lend to a much quieter
and smoother running rope closing machine.

The extension of the Wire Ropeworks is
approximately 18 metres wide, 90 metres
long, and 13 metres high. The superstruc-
ture is portal framed, metal clad steelwork
required to support a new 25 tonne crane,
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of concrete containing 200 tonnes of rein-
forcement supported on the steel piles.
The concrete in the base of the machine
pits vary from 0.8 to 1.8 metres in depth.
The walls vary from 0.45 to 0.6 metres in
width with a height varying from 3 to 4 me-
tres. During construction of the pits, dewa-
tering spears were installed to keep the
foundations dry from the relatively high
water table. Tc '
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